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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB—DECEMBER SELECTION 


Churchill, Winston Triumph and Tragedy 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 30, 1953. 800p. $6.00. 

Triumph and Tragedy the sixth and final volume 
Prime Minister Churchill’s Second World War 
Memoirs. Sir Winston opens his account with de- 
scription the Allied landings Normandy June 
1944, and closes with the text his “Message 
the Nation” July 26, 1945, which announced 
his abrupt resignation after his party had been defeated 
the polls the General Election the previous day. 
the course his narrative Churchill unrolls many- 
sided picture the last year the war seen from 
No. Downing Street. There scarcely any aspect 
the struggle which doesn’t receive some attention. 
Sir Winston writes not only the military operations 
France, the V-1 and V-2 bombardment England, 
the Russian victories, and the Italian campaign but also 
the Warsaw uprising August, 1944, the advance 
Burma, the Battle Leyte Gulf and many other 
matters. telling much, inevitable that 
some the material should treated cursory 
fashion. Writers with more space their disposal 
have course written more satisfactorily military 
events. Sir Winston’s sphere during the War was, 
naturally, primarily political one, and Triumph and 
Tragedy presents valuable picture the political and 
diplomatic aspects the War. His account the 
Polish problem, for example, excellent introduc- 
tion the subject and provides many key documents. 


Looming above all other problems was the Russian 
question. From the previous volumes The Second 
World War the dominant impression derived that 
Churchill temporarily ignored the problem and con- 
centrated military victory over Hitlerism. The 
Hinge Fate and Closing the Ring his views the 
Soviet Union were quite roseate. Now, however, the 
plan for victory had been blocked out, its execution 
had passed into the hands the generals, and the 
War entered its critical stage, Sir Winston came face 
face with Russian power. Much his earlier optim- 
ism remained. From time time Stalin would stimu- 
policy such his failure fully back the Greek 
Communists the winter 1944-45. 
pages, however, seems apparent that the Prime Minis- 
ter was often aware that his hopefulness was mere 
wishful thinking. The shadow the Kremlin was 
disturbing one, and while eager for peaceful co-exist- 


ence with Russia the post-war world, the Prime 
Minister was repeatedly concerned with limiting the 
extent the Soviet Empire. June, 1944, Churchill 
sought prevent weakening Allied forces Italy 
that British and American troops from that theater 
could eventually occupy Vienna before the Russians. 
October, flew Moscow and then and later urged 
Stalin curb his ambitions Poland. Against strong 
American opposition directed the crackdown the 
Greek Communists December. the Spring 
1945 the Russians became more troublesome than ever, 
and Churchill urged that the Western Armies advance 
beyond the designated zones occupation and occupy 
Berlin and Prague before the Russians did. General 
Eisenhower turned down this proposal military 
grounds. Subsequently the Prime Minister sought 
prevent the rapid dissolution the American forces 
Europe the hope that better bargain for Eastern 
Europe might achieved their continued presence. 
All this has been revealed before, either 
accounts, the memoirs American politicians 
diplomats the works British American his- 
torians, yet has never been told well nor fully 
nor with such abundance documentation and detail. 


impossible give adequate account Triumph 
and Trazedy brief review. Its scope enormous. 
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laden with revealing judgments men and events. 
source for the history the Yalta and Potsdam 
Conferences and for Allied relations wartime 


indispensable. 
Richard Grigg, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Gerhart, Eugene 
American Liberty and Law” 
Beacon Press. Nov. 23, 1953. 212p. $3.00. 


This tract purports review what described “the 
official Catholic view natural law” and contrasts 
with “the traditional American concept natural 
law.” the author’s contention that the two are 
incompatible. 
The early pages state that because the term “natural 
law” susceptible variety widely different mean- 
ings, behooves Americans separate the spurious 
(“papal”) from the valid. Subsequent chapters trace, 
most superficial manner, what the author regards 
the main currents the history natural law from 
the Greeks the present. 
Midway, the theme the work emerges clearly. “It 
clear that there real cleavage philosophy between 
the papal view natural law and the traditional 
American concept natural law,” writes Mr. Gerhart, 
member the Board Editors the American 
Bar Association Journal. The tenor, too, becomes more 
invidious. “The American theory natural law sup- 
ports what Montesquieu described republican 
democratic government. The papal theory natural 
law supports what called despotism.” 
The implications the Gerhart concocted “papal” 
theory nautral law individual liberties and church- 
state relations are explored. 
Readers interested intelligent and scholarly con- 
sideration natural law and its relation American 
liberties will disappointed with the volume under 
review. is, simply, undistinguished addition 
current anti-Catholic literature. This reviewer indulges 
the hope that had Dean Roscoe Pound known the true 
nature this ugly little book would not have graced 
with 

Francis Powers, 

Department Politics, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Dean, Gordon Report the Atom 
Knopf. Oct. 19, 1953. 334p. $5.00. 

Mr. Dean, who was Chairman the five member 
United States Energy Commission for three years (he 
resigned June, 1953), has written Report the 
Atom fit into the gap between the strictly scientific 
and the popular books atomic energy. his pur- 
pose describe the origin and development the 
atomic energy program about which the general public 
hears little. matter course the organization, 
functions and powers the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion are explained. 

pointed out that the primary concern the AEC 
now has been produce fissionable material and 


Best 


develop atomic weapons. This includes the opera- 
tion the vast separation plants, the research organiza- 
tions and the many production, experimental and test- 
ing nuclear reactors. Likewise responsible for 
carrying out field tests atomic weapons they are 
developed. The indications are that have not only 
large stockpile atomic bombs but also variety 
atomic weapons. Also progress reported the 
velopment H-bomb. However, there reason 
complacent nor suppose that our possession 
atomic weapons will deter aggression. 


addition its responsibility for atomic weapons the 
AEC has for some time now been concerned with the 
development atomic power; i.e., power derived from 
the nuclei atoms instead from fuels such coal: 
This means that some day our homes may lighted 
and our industrial machines run electricity produced 
energy derived from furnace.” Useful 
atomic power will particularly significant coun- 
tries where conventional fuels are scarce. The first 
application atomic power will drive 
marine. land-based prototype submarine engine 
has already been put into operation. admitted 
that this power plant will not produce economically 
feasible power. may many years before can 
count atomic power but all that remains the tedious 
process cutting costs. Mr. Dean emphasizes the point 
that will require private enterprise atmosphere 
free competition speed technological advance- 
ment the point where nuclear power actually 
feasible and finds its place the world economy. 


The “happiest chapter” the story the atom that 
the radioactive isotopes which became plentiful for 
the first time when the nuclear reactors were put into 
operation produce plutonium. Radioisotopes are 
by-products the fission process and also result from 
the neutron bombardment atoms the nuclear re- 
actor. They have been used the treatment 
eases, scientific research and industry. However, 
Mr. Dean feels that not enough credit has been given 
isotopes for their contributions human betterment 
because most people can not understand what 
isotope is. Consequently takes some pains ex- 
plain just what radioisotope and how differs 
from ordinary isotope. Statistics are given the 
distribution the AEC radioisotopes about 1,000 
institutions this country and about 250 foreign 
countries. The larger portion these isotopes have 
been used for medical research, diagnosis and treatment 
and for biological research with smaller portion going 
other types research and industry. Mr. Dean 
optimistic about the future applications isotopes 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann May 
(Ila) Selinko Jan. 
The Lady Arlington Kane Oct. 
The Female (IIb) Wellman Oct. 
The Unconquered (Ila) Williams Sept. 
Battle Cry May 


Sept. 
Dec. 
Nov. 


The Spirit Louis 
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Life Worth Living (Ila) 
The Age the Moguls 
Tigrero! (Ila) 


the basis the rapid advancements made this 
field within single decade. 


chapter devoted the problems security which 
involves more than just the safe-keeping important 
documents and the protection atomic installations 
and operations from spies and saboteurs. One the 
problems that deciding what information can 
released the public because information kept secret 
very likely result the retardation progress. 
However, one can readily imagine, the most difficult 
problem that personnel—the selection 
veillance personnel—for matter how carefully 
worker scientist chosen there always the possi- 
bility Fuchs escaping detection. 


one the final chapters Mr. Dean describes the 
progress made date atomic energy foreign coun- 
tries. will probably come surprise most 
Americans that there are about ten countries with 
atomic energy organizations their own and that there 
are the present time nuclear reactors operation 
Britain, Canada, France, and Norway. 


book this nature would complete without con- 
sideration being given the status, much can 
inferred least, atomic energy “behind the Iron 
Curtain.” certain that Russia has produced fission- 
able material, has exploded three atomic bombs and 
that she has atomic weapons. Estimations are made 
Russia’s material resources, scientific capabilities and in- 
dustrial capacity and they are not reassuring the 
Western world. 

can all profit reading this book one who has 
had, short time sure, great amount first- 
hand experience the realm atomic energy and who 
has helped explain what should mean mankind. 


Joseph Harper, Ph.D., 
Department Physics, 
University Scranton 


Klein, Alexander, ed. Courage the Key 
Twayne. Nov. 30, 1953. 287p. $3.75. 

This collection tales about contemporary men 
and women, famous and obscure, who have overcome 
assortment physical, mental, and spiritual ills 


Klein O’Brien 
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lead healthy and happy lives. difficult for this 
reviewer appraise this book. doubt many 
examples courage apply the spur that useful 
virtue; doubt, either, the admiration due these 
people. But the overall effect this anthology 
doubtful. Though indeed the keynote courage, senti- 
mentality and self-pity are laid too thickly. bath 
tears, fog sighs, all the stock responses the 
familiar prototypes such sources The Reader’s 
Digest and “Strike Rich”—these are inevitable. The 
post hoc ergo propter hoc fallacy evidence through 
many the tales, though arthritis, epilepsy, blind- 
ness were the cause success rather than talent, forti- 
tude, application. Does Ben Hogan play championship 
golf because his automobile accident? Major 
Alexander deSeversky first-rate airplane designer 
because lost book tends prompt the 


wrong answers. 
Joseph Belvedere, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


O’Brien, John A., editor The Vanishing Irish 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 20, 1953. 258p. $4.00. 

More than ten years ago, this reviewer remembers hear- 
ing the late Monsignor Peter Guilday, great Catholic his- 
torian, lamenting his classes Catholic University, 
the fact that the Irish were dying race; Guilday had 
his fingers’ ends dozens statistical studies, emigra- 
tion figures, and sociological tables, all supporting this— 
and urged those who doubted statistical values 
think Irish Irish-American families within their 
own circle acquaintances, perhaps six seven 
“children”—all their forties fifties, all unmarried; 
and was usually the case that all his hearers knew 
many such instances. 


remained for Fr. John O’Brien begin series, 
year two ago, articles the Catholic press point- 
ing this decline the Celt, and fortifying his words 
with statistics. From Ireland and from America came 
indignant replies, taking the stand that Fr. O’Brien 
was, somehow other, attacking Ireland and the 
Irish—when was, course, quite plain that was 
doing such thing; that was but presenting fact, 
and lamenting much scholarly objectivity and 
good taste permitted. 

Fr. O’Brien has now gone much further into the prob- 
lem, and has assembled collection essays various 
aspects it, written for the most part native Irish- 
men and women; some the contributors are Ameri- 
cans Irish ancestry. Many reasons are offered 
explain what would seem uncontrovertible 
fact—both Ireland and throughout the world (espe- 
cially America) the numbers Irish are constantly 
the decline, with graphs never showing much 
upward trend for even five-year period. Ireland 
itself, economics plays large part; the land poor, 
the family matriarchs and patriarchs are long-lived and 
hold their “children,” many them their sixties, 
the family land. What good land there is, not 
exploited; cattle-raising the chief means putting 
use, and this, when done small scale, not 
profitable. And always there emigration the 
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But there seems denying the importance less 
analyzable factors, most prominent among which the 
Irish attitude toward sex and love. From experience 
one knows that one trifles with dynamite when one 
suggests that there something wrong here—at any 
rate, nine out nineteen essays deal with various angles 
the Irish approach love, and the conclusion would 
seem that, all the mass Irish love-ballads and 
love-stories the contrary, the average Irishman’s atti- 
tude toward love like that Coolidge’s pastor toward 
sin—he’s just plain ag’in it, whether his reasons 
economical falsely based religious outlook that 
has more than bit Jansenism about it. 


this criticism, the Irish will retort that their attitude 
toward sex thousandfold healthier than that of, 
say, America’s Hollywood; but surely there must 
some sort middle ground, since God has, after all, 
created both male and female and commanded that 
they increase and multiply. 


One reminded Dr. Johnson’s comment about the 
mad poet, Christopher Smart, one the charges against 
whom was that prayed aloud constantly. Johnson 
observed that, course, was really much more sen- 
sible this than never pray all; but that one 
who lived the world had pay some service the 
world’s customs. But reviewer would well 
avoid any personal comments the rightness 
ness the views here expressed, and limit himself 
enumerating some the contributors, among whom 
are Fr. Patrick Noonan, Maura Laverty, Fr. Edmund 
Murray, Sir Shane Leslie, Sean O’Faolain, Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll, Arland Ussher, and John Sheridan; 
from America, Kathleen Norris and Margaret Culkin 
Banning add their comments—and Fr. O’Brien con- 
tributes four essays his own. 


There will much disagreement about the meaning 
the picture presented here, but the book surely 
worth being read all interested Ireland and the 
Irish, those who would see how interestingly 
sociological phenomenon can investigated. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Department Library Science, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington 17, 


Smith, Allen The Compleat Practical Joker 
Doubleday. Nov. 19, 1953. 320p. $3.50. 


Harry Allen Smith alias Allen Smith, the shoe-shine 
boy out McLeansboro, sends forth his six- 
teenth publication—amusing, hilarious, devastating—in 
The Compleat Practical Joker. worthy his best 
and different. 


Here discover the first comprehensive book about 
the ancient and honorable pastime practical jokery— 
not chair pulling—and about the people, great and 
small who have practiced it. Through his pages gallop 
all the masters the art, present and past: inter- 
national ribbers, gargantuan buffoons from Times 
Square, Hollywood, the world sports, the realms 
literature well statesmenship. more than 
anthology, for Smith’s prose “is loopy the antic 
spirit that moves his subjects.” 


Kent 


Best SELLERs 


Extroverts will love this thing. Introverts (and 
one) will tip-toe it, but once there—well: the spirit 


contagious! have found myself practicing the art 
double-talk! 


good, wholesome laugh worth five dollars, this 
book gold-mine. There extraordinarily excel- 
lent index the volume. you want your money’s 
worth, read chapter two the book—then over 
the index carefully. Something awaits you. 


Meighan, C.SS.R., 
New York New York 


Kent, Louise Andrews with Kitchen Privileges 
Houghton, Mifflin. Nov. 1953. 239p. $3.00. 


Mrs. Appleyard and her New England kitchen are 
popular with many feminine readers who will welcome 
this latest account Woodbrook Green events. Susan 
Appleyard returns her home during blizzard, faints 
the front door and contracts pneumonia. During 
her hospital stay she and the reader become chattily 
reacquainted with the life and people this historic 
community within commuting distance 


Spring the invalid anxious return her beau- 
tiful ancestral home with its fanlight door and toile 
paper, also her hobbies matchmaking and mystery 
novel writing. But her bank has notified her that she 
has overdrawn three accounts and her friends insist 
that stairless, small apartment the only answer for 
convalescent rice diet. 


happy chance meeting with young doctor and his 
wife allows her return home. She extends this 
charming pair “kitchen privileges” and appropriate 
apartment her second floor. These kindred souls are 
the first such couples who enjoy their hostess’ bene- 
volent hospitality and liven the gracious house with 
youthful activities. Mrs. Appleyard, from her con- 
verted first floor apartment, watches their lares and 
penates going and out, and revels the parties and 
the opportunity advise young cooks. 


All not smooth, however, during the months that 
are marked the invasion the uncongenial Mervyn 
Snapes, daughters “Silver and Trigger” and their huge 
dogs “Merle and Berle.” 


Meantime, life the green continues its familiar pace, 
enlivened Mrs. Appleyard’s irrepressible matchmak- 
ing attempts and their sometimes surprising resuks. 
there climax this plotless but humorous diary, 
occurs the snowy night that the hospital staff fails 
get across the Green assist three new arrivals into 
the world the Appleyard second floor. 


Mrs. Appleyard book complete without new 
recipes. This time low sodium diets for the convales- 
cent are featured. This volume upholds Mrs. Kent’s 
reputation for entertainment, largely due her facility 
for tongue-in-cheek comment which enhances rather 
than intrudes the observations her gentle heroine. 
Definitely not recommended for obese readers whose 
mouths will water the description succulent dishes 
concocted nearly every chapter. 


Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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LITERARY GUILD—OCTOBER SELECTION 


Steinbeck, John 
The Short Novels John Steinbeck 


Viking. Sept. 25, 1953. 407p. $2.95. 


often puzzle why reprints novels appear from 
time time, particularly when the literary quality 
such books may open criticism more than one 
count. The recent reissue six short novels John 
Steinbeck reflects tendency equate this modern 
writer’s production with the often reprinted works 
the classical greats. re-reading any one these 
novels fails convince this reviewer that there any 
startling calibre present day fiction composition. 


this book appears such familiar titles Mice 
and Men, Tortilla Flat and Cannery Row. Each novel, 
although possessing separate plot, shows the same 
commonness vocabulary, haziness character de- 
lineation, materialistic idealism and ultimate pessimism. 
Only one story, The Moon Down, shows deviation 
from the familiar Steinbeck pattern. this tale, there 
attempt show that the human spirit can over- 
come even gigantic obstacles. Yet even this later novel 
possesses very peculiar expression ethics which 
always seem the position Steinbeck’s principle 
characters. 

would appear that this book was reissued for the 
eye college professors who seek interpret the 
modern novel. The volume has very poor format, 
using double columns very small print order 
compress six reasonably short novels within 400 pages. 


While admitting the influence Steinbeck upon many 
modern authors, particularly those smaller creative 
magazines, would appear that this book fails serve 
any definite purpose for its public this time. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Monsarrat, Nicholas The Story Esther Costello 
Knopf. Sept. 21, 1953. 269p. $3.50. 

Nicholas Monsarrat has deserted the clean, wide, pano- 
rama the sea, exemplified his best seller novel 
The Cruel Sea and has chosen for his setting The 
Story Esther Costello the narrow confines social 
world where people use even human souls for sordid 

This sharply written novel filled with satire and 
perceptive character portraits. tells the story 
little Irish girl who has been the victim unfor- 
tunate accident. American woman, Mrs. Banister, 
returning the scene her childhood Ireland, dis- 
covers the unfortunate child who has been rendered 
deaf, dumb and blind explosion. From pity she 
takes the girl under her guardianship order restore 
the child far possible the world from which the 
accident has shut her off. short time, the motive 
pity disappears under the force monetary gain 
when Mrs. Banister realizes that the spectacle child 
bravely conquering difficulty often successful 
emptying charitable people’s pockets. the aid 
unprincipled companion and separated husband 
who returns home the siren call gold, Mrs. Banis- 
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ter begins exploit Esther Costello manner remi- 
niscent the story well-known heroes the sports 
cinema field. There are “Esther Costello Fan 
Clubs,” with dues, “Esther Costello dolls,” lectures for 
the benefit poor blind children (who generally re- 
ceive about 10% the proceeds), and other com- 
mercial ventures. 


The bubble bursts when the use her faculties re- 
turned the young girl very sordid and unex- 
pected encounter. Mrs. Banister, using honeyed words 
deceit, manages conceal the fact that would put 
end the flow gold. However, she does not 
reckon with the spirit Esther Costello who finally 
commits suicide order escape the tragic role 
which fate had placed her. 


This novel falls way short what one might expect 
from Nicholas Monsarrat, particularly after his fine 
achievement The Cruel Sea. gripping story 
and well integrated the telling. Yet the general air 
pessimism which surrounds the character and the 
low depth which they descend order achieve 
their end scarcely renders this book fit for general use. 
sense, indictment all those who have used 
the shield organized charity conceal their own 
avaricious end. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Gary, Romain The Colors the Day 
Simon Schuster. Sept. 1953. 310p. $3.50. 
Whatever gave impetus the currents modern 
French literature, the effects show the novels now 
coming from that melancholy country. Historically, 
probably began with that profoundly ingrained anti- 
clericalism marked France; was probably helped 
the series wars since 1870 which used that beau- 
tiful countryside for its battles; was undoubtedly 
pushed along the rise the “lost generation” 
World War and the empty neutralism prevalent 
since the end World War reached philosophic 
expression the existentialism Jean Paul Sartre. 
“Indelibly marked” (like the effects Confirmation) 
the minds artists creating French fiction, can 
summed one word: despair. 


Think back, those who follow literature closely. Out- 
side Mauriac, Bloy, Bernanos, Claudel, 
the important writers the last generation have 
tried introduce note affirmation their art. 
Obviously, there are others besides those mentioned 
(André Maurois points toward his monumental 
Voices Silence) but, the main, the observation 
seems valid. Since Zola, and before him, there has 
been preoccupation with the matter man—his be- 
havior patterns, his sexual and political 
has been fictive art created milieu materialism, 
hedonism, and, more and more, fatalistic nihilism. 
this latter idea which firmly grips the reader 
absorbs The Colors the Day. 

This exceptionally interesting novel, effectively 
epitomizing the vacuity modern life and the futility 
living it—in terms the philosophic orientation 
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the leading character (and, supposedly, the author). 
Although this may seem presumptuous, almost im- 
possible divorce the author from this particular work. 
permeated with air sincerity and integrity 
one seldom discerns modern amoral fiction. The 
perspicuity the creator, Msr. Gary, intriguing, and, 
terms his own artistic frame reference, com- 
pletely acceptable. However, despite its obvious merits 
poetic style, sharp delineation character, fine 
eye for trenchant detail, crassly bawdy sense 
humor—the work does not achieve the stature might 
have reached; the depressing note futility defeats it. 


The story: Jacques Rainier and his friend, Marne, 
are awaiting departure Korea from the French 
Riviera. 1952. They had fought together 
World War II; they are disenchanted with the world 
and are going off fight what they both believe 
useless and stupid war. Rainier knows will not 
survive it. When meets Ann Garantier, Hollywood 
star, married Willie Bauché, ex-Hollywood genius, 
there precipitous and intense love affair. Ann’s 
marriage Willie was living lie and the opportunity 
affords Rainier and Ann chance grasp happiness 
they have never before experienced. the end, Willie 
commits suicide, Ann raising illegitimate child, 
Rainier and Marne are dead, killed Indo-China, 
betrayed old friends among the enemy with whom 
Rainier was attempting conciliation and cease-fire. 


Because its viewpoint and subject matter this work 
cannot recommended the general reader. 
aesthetic level this regrettable because Gary writes 
better than most his French compatriots. His ap- 
parent sincerity what believes make this negati- 
vistic use his talents that much more regretted. Let 
hope experiences metamorphosis the very 
near future. 
John Coppinger, 
Operations Research Office, 
Johns Hopkins University, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Raverat. Owen Period Piece 
Norton Co. Aug. 17, 1953. 282p. $3.75. 


All the nice things one may say about book can 
said about this one—it’s just that delightful. For Gwen 
Raverat’s recollection her childhood Victorian 
England certainly irreverently high spirited and en- 
chantingly entertaining. And it’s all told such 
intimate and plausible way that fit our own child- 
hood into hers with envy. 


Period Piece wonderfully human but affectionate 
gossip-gallery famous family (starting with Charles 
Darwin) that managed despite the strict pattern 
evervday Victorian life branch out into extraordi- 
narily dynamic and diverse individualities. And ob- 
servant eye, childlike and charming, rolling fine 
frenzy has given them local habitation where can 
enjoy them too. 


Raverat Eberhardt Mason 


Best 


Her style simple and direct that can not resist 
quoting her—if only have her say about her book 
what she ably does: “This circular book. does 
not begin the beginning and the end; 
all going the same time, sticking out like the 
spokes wheel from the hub, which me. 
does not matter which chapter read first last.” 


And her writing delight are her illustrations, 
difficult decide which pleases most. may 
hard share the reviewer’s enthusiasm and imagine 
really wonderful book but Period Piece you can 
experience it. read find real friend that 
you will never let go. 

James Gallagher, 

New York, New York 


Eberhardt, Aileen 

Aunt Minnie, the Pastor’s Housekeeper 
Dec. 1953. 125p. $2.00. 
When Father Pete was assigned his first pastorate 
Harper’s Lodge, small mid-Western his 
mother persuaded Aunt Minnie become housekeeper. 
Aunt Minnie (widowed) was one those indomitable 
souls who spent her time dominating others usually 
their benefit. Unrivalled cook she was equally 
efficient and could thread her way 
through the snares and pitfalls parish life with 
well ground axe for every occasion. The stories the 
present collection have been published before and will 
make pleasant reading for all classes readers. 


Newman. 


Mason, van Wyck Wild Drums Beat 
Pocketbooks. Jan. 1954. 278p. $0.25. 


This reprint the sense that has been serialized 
Argosy Magazine; has never before appeared 
book form, and the usual Mason style brawling, 
lusty tale adventure with almost hopeless tangle 
eventually worked out that villains are foiled and 
true love triumphant. The locale and background 
are the region the Great Lakes during the war 
1812 and Perry’s famous defeat the British Lake 
Erie the climax. Lt. Gregory Sheldon, U.S.N., has 
been condemned enemy agent charged with sell- 
ing the naval code France and with murdering his 
opponent duel. His disappearance coincides with 
the origin Water Bear, sachem the Eries, with 
whom lives peace. When General Proctor in- 
vites the Western Indians massacre all Americans, 
Sheldon foils his plan bateaux-burning and 
then warns Perry Proctor’s tactics time make 
Erie American victory. the hassle the real spy 
confesses and Sheldon exonerated united with 
Stella Marchaunt whom had nearly lost. Mason 
writes with his usual attention picayune background 
detail and with his usual semi-sultry sex. swift-pace 
adventure tale suitable for adult escape-reading but 
deserving great recommendation. 
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